ABSENCES & EXCUSES #816
When a student in grades K-8th returns to school after an absence he/she should bring a note, written and signed by a parent and/or dr. excuse explaining the absence.  This note must be presented to the attendance representative in the main office.
Following is the Etowah City School Board Attendance Policy:

A good attendance record is a very important part of a student’s permanent record.  Problems concerning attendance will be handled through the office. The Etowah City School Board has set forth the following attendance policy.  This policy applies to grades K-8th.

1. Excused Absences:

A. Student personal illness:  After two (2) days consecutive a doctor or dental note is required, unless requirement is waived by principal. Only two (2) parent notes per six (6) weeks will be accepted.
B. Death in family – students will be given 3 days bereavement for immediate family members. 
C. Illness in family requiring child to give temporary help, not to exceed two (2) days in six weeks.  Family is identified as parent, grandparent, brothers or sisters. 
D. Special and recognized religious holidays regularly attended by a particular faith.

E. A one-day absence is provided for students when their parent or custodian is deployed into active military service.  A one-day excused absence is also provided for students when the parent or custodian returns from active military service. 

The excused absences enumerated above will grant the student permission to make up all work missed without penalty.

Students should note that “Parental Permission” is not sufficient reason for an absence to be excused.

2. Unexcused Absences:

             If the student’s absence does not come in the excused categories, the student will be given an unexcused absence and not allowed to make up work missed.  Three or more unexcused absences, for reasons other than suspension, per six weeks grading period may result in a failing grade no lower than 65.

